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2012 has proved to be a busy time for TCA.  

We revamped our newsletter to go electronically, kicked               

off a grow out contest, conducted our annual Spring auction                    

(signed up/renewed 20 members), had an educational trip to the 

Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center in Athens, Texas and rounded out with           

a June meeting at our sponsor and friend - Deep Sea Aquatics. 

With the rest of 2012 underway, we are looking forward to the upcoming            

gatherings. 

TCA is hosting FOTAS 2012, which is scheduled for September 14-16 at 

the Hilton Garden Inn DFW South.  Details can be found on pages 3-4.  

For the August 25th monthly meeting we will have a cookout at Alan 

Young and Debi Swan’s house in Arlington, Texas.                                                       

Details can be found on page 6.   

Finally, we are in need of material for our October and December issues of           

Cichlid Tails.  

Is there an event you do not see listed on the calendar?   

Do you have an article to contribute or images to share from our gatherings?  

Have fish and related items to sale for Tail Trader?  

If so, you can email me at TCA.News.Editor@gmail.com.  

For more information on TCA you can also visit: www.texascichlid.org.  

-Tara 
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What's that in that tank? A baby pleco? It can't be! But it is! Wow! A pair of our       

bristlenose Ancistrus had spawned in a tank whose other residents included Victorian 

and Malawi cichlid species, as well as several Synodontis multipunctatus catfish. 

In a cruise through the fish room one morning I noticed a tiny pleco laying on a rock 

beside a clay spawning hut. I did a double-take and grabbed a flashlight. I knew we had 

a male and female in that particular tank, but I hadn't been watching them closely 

enough to catch any hanky-panky.   

Sure enough, the male pleco was in the hut, guarding the entrance to prevent any more 

escapes and turn aside any intruders. Several babies were hanging on the side of the hut 

behind him. I immediately called Marvin with the good news and, as I was running late 

for work, I turned out the light on the tank so hopefully any hungry tankmates would 

pass up the pleco tidbits until we could move the hut and its contents.  

On the way home that evening I stopped by the store and picked up some zucchini.   

Little did I realize at the time that this would become a set pattern in my life. The baby 

plecos are hungry--boil more zucchini!  

When we moved the spawning hut and contents to a 10-gallon tank, a few fry swam out 

and attached themselves to nearby rocks and wood. The male, however, stayed in the 

hut with the majority of the youngsters. After a few days, all the little ones were out of 

the hut, so we moved Dad back into the tank with Mom. On impulse, I hunted down a 

larger female in another tank and plunked her off in there with him. Within four days 

this larger female and the male had spawned. She laid her eggs, an orange mass, in the 

hut. The male then ran her out of the hut, fertilized the eggs, and began fanning them. 

After about three days the eggs hatched and the white larvae attached themselves to the 

top and side of the hut, with the male constantly on guard.  

We again moved the hut to a 10-gallon tank. In three to four more days, the larvae     

actually looked like miniature plecos--assumed the proper color and body shape--and 

they began to move around, although not actually swimming.  

A few days later, when all the babies had exited it, we moved Dad back with his ladies. 

History repeated itself--within a week we had more baby plecos. By this time, Marvin 

was beginning to make rumblings about plecos procreating as quickly and as            

voluminously as angelfish, which he had forbidden me to raise as they took up too 

much room. 

We now had plecos in three 10-gallon tanks, but they were rapidly outgrowing 

that space, thanks to a steady diet of boiled zucchini. We cleared out a 40-gallon 

tank and I was assigned the task of catching and moving them.  

  

 

BOIL MORE ZUCCHINI! 
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Those little @#$%^#%$! You do not know what a fish-catching challenge is until you 

have tried to net a baby pleco. It would be relatively easy if they just wouldn't stick to 

the sides of the tank and slide up, down, left or right in order to avoid the net. And talk 

about fast--those little suckers put just about every other fish to shame. You have to be 

extra careful; they are so tiny that you don't want to mush them. I was not using kind 

words by the time I managed to catch two tanks full, which amounted to about 250 fish.  

And eat! Those plecos are the ultimate recycling machines. They eat and poop--in one 

end and out the other as fast as they can go. I was keeping Albertson's in business with 

my zucchini purchases. I was boiling two to three medium zucchini per day just to feed 

the plecos, both babies and adults. Once the zucchini pieces were cooked so they would 

not float, I scooped the seeds out and discarded them, then threw the remaining chunks 

over into the tank, where they were immediately swarmed. I timed the babies once. It 

took them less than 10 seconds to find a piece of zucchini and begin scraping on it. 

They attacked that zucchini like piranhas in an old jungle movie--you remember, they 

ate everything down to the bone in a few seconds. The zucchini looked alive with      

plecos; it was gone in a matter of hours.  

 

We now have close to 400 baby plecos. We have moved the male to another tank to pre-

vent any further spawns. But now our albino bristlenose plecos have begun spawning. 

Oh, well . . . . The baby plecos are hungry--boil more zucchini! 

 

- by Kathy England, TCA Member (Article first published in 2001 for Cichlid Tails and 

reprinted May 2002 in Fins & Tales and May 2005 in Fins & Friends) 

BOIL MORE ZUCCHINI! (continued) “You do not 

know what a 

fish-catching 

challenge is 

until you have 

tried to net a 

baby 

pleco….And 

talk about fast-

those little 

suckers put just 

about every 

other fish to 

shame.”      

Kathy England   

Cichlid Tails 
The Official Newsletter of the Texas Cichlid Association 

FOTAS 2012 Details 

Federation of Texas Aquarium Societies 

2012 Annual Convention 

Hosted by the Texas Cichlid Association 

Celebrating 60 Years 1952 – 2012 

 

September 14 – 16, 2012 
Hilton Garden Inn DFW South 

2001 Valley View Lane, Irving, Texas 75061 

(972) 313-2800 

Special room rate of $79 per night for convention attendees 

 

(Continue to next page for schedule, details of the event and link to the            

registration form) 
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FOTAS 2012 Details (continued) 

 Schedule of Events: 
Friday, September 14th 

  9:00am FOTAS Show, IBC Betta Show, CARES Show, Discus Show Set Up 

  5:00pm Registration Opens 

  7:00pm Pizza Party – Gerald Griffin  “Betta Genetics” 

  9:00pm Smackdown! Old World vs New World moderated by Steve Edie 

 

Saturday, September 15th  
   8:00am FOTAS Board Meeting 

   9:00am Laif Demason “What’s new in the hobby?” 

  10:30am Ad Konings “Collecting in Lake Tanganyida” 

  12:00pm Kids Tank Decorating Contest 

  2:00pm Greg Steeves “Victorian Cichlids & CARES” 

  3:30pm Jim Powers “The Botiidae and Hillstream Loaches” 

  5:00pm Awards Ceremony – Spencer Jack “Confessions of a Cichlaholic” 

 

Sunday, September 16th 

  10:00am Registration begins 

  11:00am Auction begins 

 

Convention cost:   Total package, includes Day 1 and 2, and auction $45.00 

   Day 1 only, includes pizza party $25.00 

   Day 2 only, includes speakers and auction $20.00 

 

Pre-registration: Contact David Andrews 4318 Basswood, Granbury, TX 76049 

   Register by 9/01/2012 Save $10 on total package 

 

FOTAS Show entries must be pre-registered by 9/10/2012.  Contact Page Ullman at  

 ullman8@charter.net. The CARES Show consists of single species displays which may or may not      

 include live fish.  Displays may be in the form of tri-fold displays, aquariums with live fish, posters, 

 or videos.  The species being depicted must be reserved in advance.  Contact Greg Steeves at  

gasteeves@gmail.com.  Criteria judged include presentation, educational value, and extra points     

 for  a CARES species. Contact Gerald Griffin for information on the IBC Sanctioned Betta Show   

herpchat@yahoo.com. Contact John Nicholson for information on the Discus Show                        

 nicholsons_discus@yahoo.com. All plants will be sold at the silent auction on Sunday.  Seller split 

 is 75% to seller, items over $30, 80% to seller.  The seller will not receive a split for items selling 

 for $1.00. 

To download a registration form go here:  
http://www.texascichlid.org/wp-content/uploads/Registration-Form4.pdf  

For further information visit www.texascichlid.org 

mailto:ullman8@charter.net
mailto:gasteeves@gmail.com
mailto:herpchat@yahoo.com
mailto:nicholsons_discus@yahoo.com
http://www.texascichlid.org/wp-content/uploads/Registration-Form4.pdf
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A KINDER, GENTLER FISHTANK 

Page 5 

Volume 1, Issue 1 

Sitting in front of my wall of fish tanks, thinking back... 1968… 

I recall a waiting room, Dr. Hammett's kissing gouramis, in an exotic world of pink gravel, plastic          

mermaids, purple plants. Growing up as one of three brothers in a world of poison ivy, bicycle jumping, 

swamp exploring and rock climbing, I saw a lot of those fish. When us kids were all done with the various 

examinations, tetanus shots, and stitches, we accompanied Mom into the Doctor's business office. He       

personally wrote out the bill and accepted payment.  

I recall Mr. Wilson's science class in 1970. He had fish tanks around the perimeter, and at the front of the 

room, a 90 gallon tank with a lone oscar.  We thought that oscar was the most exotic thing in all creation. 

"They got a piranha at the pet store...Yeah, but Mr. Wilson has an oscar." When Richie Morrow got out of 

line, Mr. Wilson grabbed him by the arm and yanked him out of his  chair. He then exchanged the armhold 

for a handful of the kid's left ear, and holding it at an elevation slightly  higher than God's design, walked 

him rapidly to the principal's office.  

I recall the simple ten gallon metal frame tank my little brother received for his birthday in 1973. It was set 

up in the corner of the  family room, next to  the  tv.  The little  tank had rainbow gravel, a box filter, and a 

full metal cover with lights. It housed mollies, platies, zebras, and a sickly angelfish. My mother made  my 

brother change  the  floss whenever it got slightly dirty. (He went through a lot of floss and a lot of fish,   

until we went over to Mr. Wilson's house, and he set us all straight.) When I sat in front of that tank and 

peered in, it took away all my pre-teen concerns and I would drift away, lost in the miniature ten gallon 

world.  

Over a quarter of a century later, sitting in front of my wall of tanks, I think about the changes. The kissing 

gourami is purely mass-market fodder. We'd much rather  have some bizarre anabantoid found only in a   

certain ditch by the Ho Chi Minh trail at $200 a pair. The family doctor is now part of a group that works as 

a team in something called a Wellness Center, and it would never occur to him to handle the billing.  

The oscar is now as mundane as a cichlid can get. In the classroom, budgets have taken money away from 

anything you can't directly attribute to profitability later in junior's life. Here in New Jersey we fund football 

programs and look the other way when players commit unspeakable acts. But if Mr. Wilson laid a finger on 

Richie today, he would be in court.  

I sit in front of fourteen tanks, most of them 20 or 55 gallons. I have a couple of 10 gallons running that I 

rarely even look at. Forget the rainbow gravel, I have exotic rainbow fish from the other side of the  world.  

I have  cichlids  that weren't even discovered when my brother set up that little tank, and I'm always looking 

for better ones.  

I'd trade all the fish I have for just an hour with Dr. Hammett's, Mr. Wilson's, or my brother's fish tank.  

- by Rick Bolger, Reprinted from the North Jersey Aquarium Society Reporter - Aquarticles;                      

Previously published in Vol 27 Issue 1 (January/February 2010) Cichlid Tails 
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TCA END OF SUMMER MEETING 

August 25, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. Hosted by Alan Young and Debi Swan 

Alan is cooking hot dogs and brats and Debi is making baked beans and cheese dip. Attendees 

should bring food items that “accessorize” a cookout–there are endless possibilities, you know!    

Tea and water will be furnished, but if you prefer something else to drink, be sure to bring it with 

you, too. 

Our wonderful friends and long-time TCA supporters at Deep Sea Aquatics have donated a nice   

tank and stand to be raffled off at this meet. Tickets will be $1 each; proceeds will go to TCA.      

Various door prize drawings will also be held during the evening. 

This will be the final club meeting before FOTAS 2012, so if you are interested in what is going to 

happen at the convention, or would like to help with hosting please attend with pen in hand. 

A meeting of the TCA Board will be held at 5:00 p.m.; this is an open meeting--all members are  

welcome to attend. Alan and Debi have worked really hard, preparing the patio with shade curtains 

and misters so everyone will be comfortable outside during the festivities. Come to this meeting    

expecting good food and fun “fish-visiting”, and don’t forget to express your appreciation for their 

efforts! If you need more information about this meeting, please call Alan (817) 683-7659 or Debi 

(817) 233-1903. 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING EVERYONE ON 

AUGUST 25TH IN ARLINGTON! 

TCA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

September 14-16: TCA Hosts 2012 FOTAS Annual Convention & Auction.   

October 20: Monthly Meeting at 2 PM at Dave Gregory’s wholesale tropical fish facility in Decatur,        

Texas.  Full details to come but Dave is planning a tour of his newly established greenhouse and a Bar-B-Q 

cookout.  

October 21: Third TCA Swap Meet.  Bring your new and used fish keeping equipment (in good working  

condition), rent a table for only $30 and sell, sell, sell!  Each seller keeps all sale proceeds. No admission 

fee. Fish and plants being sold must be bagged appropriately in order to prevent water spillage.  No tanks will 

be set up.  More information regarding time and location to come. 

November 14: No Meeting – Enjoy Thanksgiving with your family.  

December 15: Annual Christmas Party and Crazy Santa gift exchange. Location to be determined. 

 

Membership Information: $5.00 for electronic newsletter, $10.00 extra for mailed newsletter 
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Got something fishy to sell or trade? All TCA members in good standing may advertise fish,            

equipment and related supplies for  sale, or place a “want” ad free.  Notify the Cichlid Tails editor at 

tca.news.editor@gmail.com to post your information.  

FOR SALE:  

Endlers Livebearers $0.50 each 

Juli Transcriptus - 1 1/4 to 1 1/2" $2.00 each 

Cyn Afra Cobue - 1 1/2" to 2" - 1 3/4"  $7.00 

Cyn Afra Jalo Reed - 1 1/2" to 2" - 2" $5.00 each 

Cyn Sp Axelrodi - 1 1/2 - 2" $5.00 each 

Cyn Afra Chimate Red Top Dwarf - 2 1/2"  (Colored Up Males)    $5.00 each 

Pseudotropheus Demasoni - 2"  $3.00 

Pseudotropheus Demasoni - 1 1/2"  $2.00 

Contact: David Andrews , 817-291-4169, dandrews12@att.net  

**END** 

Cichlid Tails 

TAIL TRADER 

OTHER FISH RELATED EVENTS 

Sept. 16: Houston Aquarium Society - Fall Auction - American Legion Hall 11702 Galveston Road 

Sep 13-16: NANFA Convention - Salt Fork State Park, Ohio.  

Oct 6: Missouri Aquarium Society (MASI) - Swap Meet at the Gardenville Masonic Hall, 8230 Gravois 

Road Affton, MO ; 11-3 PM 

Oct 18-21: All Aquarium Catfish Convention, hosted by Potomac Valley Aquarium Society  

Nov 1-4: Aquatic Gardners Association Annual Convention hosted by MASI at the Crowne Plaza, St. 

Louis  

Nov 16-18: The Ohio Cichlid Association for EXTRAVAGANZA 2012 in Cleveland, OH 

 


